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Social Psychology of Doping in Sport:  
A Literature Review 

Prof Susan Backhouse 
Institute of Sport, Physical Activity & Leisure 







   Backhouse, McKenna, Atkins & Robinson (2007) 
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“The evidence base undermines 
strategic planning and limits the 

capacity to target appropriate and 
efficacious education programmes 

to abate doping in sport” 
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Doping is a 

complex 
behavior 
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Assessing the true incidence of drug use in sport 
is problematic…  

 

…athletes, support personnel and general public 
believe that doping is highly prevalent 
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Michie, van Stralen & West. Implementation Science 2011, 6:42 
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S.Backhouse@leedsbeckett.ac.uk   

@susanbackhouse 
 
 

Thanks for listening! 
 
 

Please feel free to get in touch: 

Carnegie Clean Sport Research Team 
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