
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΣ 
insufficiently informing social memory. 
Firstly, children have little power to be 
heard, important experiences remain 
unarticulated. Second, experiences may 
be trivialised in ways that suit particular 
interests. Third, there may be 
insufficient social frameworks for them 
to understand and describe what is 
happening. Fourth, social arrangements 
may be taken for granted, a naturalised 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ΨŦƻǎǎƛƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨŎƭƛŎƘŞǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦ 

ΨL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƭŀǎƘŜŘ Χ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǎ 
ǉǳŜǳŜ Χ L ǿŀǎ мп ƻǊ мр ƳŀȅōŜΦ  !ƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ Χ L ǿŀǎ 
ǎǘƻƻŘ Χ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳǎ ǉǳŜǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǝǳȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ aŀŎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣ 
playing with himself when I turned round, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ 
ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǘƻƭŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦΩ WǳƭƛŜ

ΨL ώŀƎŜŘ моϐ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ Χ 
ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CǊƻƴǘ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ Χ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
did in those days, and a few of them must 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ Χ L ǿŀǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƻōƭƛǾƛƻǳǎ 
Χ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
punched on the floor by these grown men 
Χ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǘƛƴȅΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǎƪƛƴƴȅ ƎƛǊƭΧ ƛŦ ƛǘ 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦΩ [ŀǊŀ

The sexual attack remains unarticulated 
for many years. The racial attack has to 
ōŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ [ŀǊŀΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
injuries. Julie has no framework to 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ΨΧƻǊ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΩΦ [ŀǊŀ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
prepared but still deeply shocked,ΨΧ Ƴȅ 
ƳǳƳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ 
ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ŘƻǿƴέΦBoth 
attacks are minimised. The terms 
ΨŦƭŀǎƘŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΩ ŀǊŜ 
social clichés that minimize the sexual 
abuse of Julie (Haug1992). The National 
CǊƻƴǘ ΨǊŀƭƭȅΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
attack on Lara. People gathered to incite 
each other to racial violence. The police 
ƳŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ [ŀǊŀ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ΨǊŀƭƭȅΩ 
remains un-policed. 

This is a small qualitative study drawing on memories of childhood. It examines 

social change in childhood related to war, migration, employment, policing, 

technology, popular culture and religion, considering the ways these influence 

children whether or not they are directly caught up in events. The central 

questions are, óHow do wider social, cultural, economic and political events and 

systems influence childrenôs everyday lives? How do children practice 

childhood in relation to these influences?ô  The sample were selected in relation 

to their professional commitment to children and their diversity of childhood 

experience. This poster gives examples of the way the sensitizing concepts of 

social memory, space and time have informed the research.

It is important to acknowledge that the accounts of childhood discussed in this research have been filtered in 
different ways. Firstly, the respondents selected memories from childhood that were filtered through their 
subsequent experiences and ideas about childhood. Second, the events respondents remembered were 
grounded in collective memories from further past. Third, academic debates about childhood informed the 
way the researcher constructed the research. Fourth, the researcher's memories of her own childhood were 
a significant filter.  

Childhood is filtered and altered through these different layers of memory. The research therefore must be 
accepted as involving partial, selective and constructed accounts of children's experience. However, the 
research is not based on fabrication. It is grounded in real events from the past, related to children's 
experiences and social change.

Contact: d.moss@leedsmet.ac.uk
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Background

How layers of memory informed the research

Selected references

Halbwachs(1925/1992) distinguishes 
between different forms of memory, 
drawing attention to the ways personal 
memories are channelled through 
familial and other collective memories. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
everyday. Each social encounter is 
therefore also an encounter with the 
past. My research explores the 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
experience and collectivised forms of 
memory related to family, community 

and nation.

ΨΧ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎΦΧǎƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ΧǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ  {ƘŜ 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƎǎ Χ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ 
kept [two families] fed, by wearing wellies
to work and stuffing pounds of sausages 
down her wellies, by winding them round 
ƘŜǊ ƭŜƎǎ Χ  {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
weight of them, and having to normally 
ǿŀƭƪΦΩ Apara

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƘŜǊƻƛƴŜΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 
shared with the child celebrates this, 
containing education about the 
potential of women to overcome 
adversity. The undercurrent is hunger 
associated with the depression, the 
struggles against the owners of capital 
and the legitimacy of law breaking in 
this situation. The politics informing the 
story is from working class struggle 
(!ǇŀǊŀΩǎƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
socialists). In this way, !ǇŀǊŀΩǎ
experiences as a child are informed by a 
familial and collective past. The memory 
belongs to the family archive and is 
formative in her childhood, transmitting 
past events, a political position, a sense 
of pride and amusement.

Children engage with selective
social memory

Lefebvre (1991) argues that places are 
historically produced from interaction. 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
and private spheres has changed over 
time.  Places may encourage entry for 
some and deter others. Children actively 
engage with the landscapes they 
occupy.  These convey social memories 
of times past. Combining HalbwachsΩ 
approach to memory with this approach 
enables lines of research enquiry to be 
drawn from personal experiences to the 
landscapes children occupy and how 
they engage with these. 

Ψaȅ ŘŀŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ Χ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
DŀƴƎŜǎ Χ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇƻƛƭǘΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΧ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƴȅ Χ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ Χ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƭŘ 
ǇŜǎǘ Χ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ Χ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘ 
was putting food on the plate and I was 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ Χ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǳŜ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Χ L ǿŀǎ gonnaburst 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜŀǊǎ Χ L ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜΧ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŘŀǊŜ 
cry, because these people are homeless, 
hungry, have got nowhere to live, and 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻŀƴƛƴƎ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎƭȅέ Χ L ƘŀŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ Χ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ 
ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΧ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘ ŀƴŘ L ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ΧΩ Madhi

This memory involves strong emotion at 
a personal level. In addition, it reveals 
the relationship with father, who 
encourages her participation; passing 
on familial memory to the British born 
girl this aspect of her Indian heritage. 
The tradition of giving to poor people is 
a collective memory of the better off to 
assist the poor. The requirement to bury 
personal feelings is a strong part of the 
religious tradition; sublimation of self 
and personal desire. This is a response 
to poverty in an unequal society with 
little organised welfare. The place is 
highly significant; along the Ganges, a 
sacred place, where the tradition is 
enacted. Madhiexperiences shame at 
ƘŜǊ ΨǎŜƭŦƛǎƘƴŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ 
sublimate emotion to navigate this 
landscape. 

Children encounter silence in the
social memory

Children navigate social landscapes

Temporal influences in childhood (Adam 
1995) involve the bodily times of 
development, times of the household, 
school, industry and environment. 
Childhood is a time of complex 
transition.Our sense of time involves, 
ΨΧƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ 
expectations and desires in the present 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ όWŀǉǳŜǎмфунκмффлΥ ннύΦ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
temporal engagements that involve 
weaving time and carving space for 
themselves. 

Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Řƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧ άDƛǊƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƪƛǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōƻȅǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿŜŀǊ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎέ Χ 
L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎΦέ aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ 
battled with me prior to that, to send me 
ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŦǊƻŎƪǎΣ 
the last one of which I came home with it 
ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳΣ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ Χ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛƭƭȅ ƪƴƛŎƪŜǊǎΗ  !ƴŘ 
all the lace was hanging off, and I was 
ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛǊǘΧ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨbŜǿ 
wƻƳŀƴǘƛŎΩΧ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
pirate look, that was an identity.  That was 
quite fluid gender wise, that was 
something I became quite aware of, so you 
had Boy George and Alison Moyet and you 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ 
ŦŜƳŀƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǿƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
interesting, I like ǘƘŀǘΦΩwŀŎƘŜƭ

The choice of gender fluidity in fashion 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ мр ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
with her thoughtfulness in dressing. To 
some beholders her sexuality is blurred 
and the fashion is captivating. She 
selects this clothing with reference to 
her own feelings, peers and cultural 
signals. Her negotiation of clothing 
intersects with social ideas about 
respectability from interconnected 
systems related to gender, class, race 
and religion.  The global popular culture 
industries have presented some fashion 
options.  Out of this Rachel carves space 
and weaves time for herself.

Children weave time and carve space
for themselves
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