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Developing and supporting students at
key transition points

Helen Howard, Dr Holly Phillips, Rob O’Brien
Library Academic Support Team




Take-Aways:

The session aims to show...

* how developing academic skills helps students successfully
negotiate transitions along their learning pathway

* how the Library Academic Support Team can help with this!
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Who are we?

Library Academic Support Team aims:

 to contribute the excellent education and experience provided
for students, in support of the University’'s Education Strategy
and Learning Pathway.

* to promote student success by helping students develop the
academic skills they need to be confident, independent
learners.

« to work in partnership with course teams to ensure that
appropriate resources and support are available.
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Challenge Plan
S u p p O r t S oThink critically and creatively eLearn independently
eAnalyse data and statistics *Manage time and workload

*Be digitally literate eUnderstand course tasks

¢Apply academic skills to other *Plan assignments
modules and in a professional Prepare for exams
context

to E NN

Develop Manage

*Write in a clear, academic style eSearch for and find good
eEvaluate and use information quality information
*Develop academic integrity *Read critically
eReference correctly *Make notes effectively

Write essays, reports, *Manage information
dissertations, literature reviews *Use software effectively

Support

*Be aware of and access help
eIntegrate into University life
eTransition from one stage to
the next
eReflect on learning f LEEDS
eUnderstand and use feedback K‘)/ BECKETT
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Academic skills and level 4 students:

What are your experiences of Level 4 students and their academic
skills?

« How well do they cope with different academic tasks?

* What do they need support with?




Why focus on Student Transitions:

« Our experiences of working with students at Leeds Beckett.
« Education Strategy: an excellent education and experience.

 Learning Pathway aims to: “support our students’ transition into, and
through, our University”.




Our aim is to support transitions...

* beyond the first few weeks and beyond the move to a new institution;
* as an ongoing process, rather than a fixed time period of change;
» throughout the milestones / steps on the learning journey.

UTIO OUlC K 10 pu ol ative, NC ang
longer-term initiatives that focus on individual development

and change through participation in the HE community.”

O’Donnell, V., Kean, M. and Stevens, G. (2016) Student transition in Higher
Education: concepts, theories and practices. HEA Report.
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Return from time away from study (e.g. placements)

Level 4 Engagement:
transition, orientation

Level 5
Contextualisation:
consolidation, application

Dissertations / final year projects

Transition to work / further study

Transition to TPG study
Development of advanced academic skills

Level 6 Independence:
critical engagement,

graduate attributes

research, originality,

Level 7 Sophistication:
transformation




»  Step-up to Level 5 guide (to be developed).

5: Return from time away from study .
N » Return to Learn Guide.

» Tailored, in-curriculum teaching for dissertations / final year projects.

6: Dissertations / final year projects : : . .
ARl »  Skills for Learning "dissertations" themed week.

»  Skills for Learning "professional skills" themed week.

6: Transition to work / further study >  Employability Skills Guide

Preparing for postgraduate study guide & online resource collection.

\*\\,\
7: Transition to TPG stud . . . :
» Library & Skills for Learning induction.

7: Development of advanced > Tailored, in-curriculum teaching & online support for PGTs.
academic skills




What support we have and why:




Flexibility - in
person, co-taught,
online, blended...

Customisation

Independent

Learning Variety of voice

Expertise of Academic
Librarians and Skills for
Learning.




Partnership Approach:




Case study 1: supporting students
tackling first assignments

» Academic Librarian for the School of Cultural Studies and
Humanities and Module Leader developed lecture and
seminar for week 3 of L4 “Emergence of Modern Europe”
module.

« Sessions supported students in developing the literature
searching and reflective skills needed to complete a
“Creating a Bibliography” task as part of a portfolio-based
assignment.

* Lecture involved a customized library induction and
seminar focussed on searching for key history resources
and Harvard referencing skills specific to the task.

What we will cover today:

+ What is a bibliography?
* How to look for books and
Jjournal articles

+ Let’s get researching...

* Referencing conventions

* Where to go for help

Searching for books

» Use the libral y catalogue (catalogue.leedsbeckett.ac.
or follow links on library website or MyBeckett)

= Search with br’oad keywords
Lnlightenment OF ocke NOt socio-political

;,\.m.(-".ﬂ.“ n
» Use the catalogue starting point, but browse
nearby shelves

= Find the books, not just their catalogue records
- eBooks can also be used @

L_| Searching for articles

+ Find articles using Discover or other journal databases
. AIIItd n the Htrylb ry b] tg uide:

. YV Imty h S jus H d rr;iciournéls
» Trying different ke ywod may find different articles

1. Author(s) / Editor(s) / Organisation

2. Yearin brackets

3. Title (and subtitle if present) . Underlined Bold ffalics
4, Series (if present) .
5
6
7

. Edition .

. Place of publication :
. Publisher . i
Pagden, A. (2015) The Enfightenment
and why it still matters. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.




[First senfence = fipic. senfence.

Case Study 2: Supporting students s
athletes, few researchers have turned their attention to the

taCinng first aSSignmentS. "Bidence' This is now an under explored

Comes in
the

The results provided insight for sport

middle. ologists, revealing coaches’ positivity towards sport
psychology, the type of services required (i.e. enhancing
° AS h I ey J ones ( LeCtu re r) req u eSted pher.formance,fbuilding lconﬁden;:e, (rfxanagin.g anxifety) and
. their support for consultancy roles (i.e. services of a sport
e m b e d d e d S eSS [ 0 n fo r L4 S p O rt an d psychologist available for athletes and teams, employing a
. . . consultant as a full-time member of the athletic staff) at
Exercise Therapy, timed to support their R . _
) ) m\ k concluding sentence explaing
first assignment. siqnifcance of exidence.

» Session developed in partnership with
Academic Librarian, SfL tutor and
subject lecture.

Sentence 2: Evidence

“| (your proof!).
Purpose: Quotation,

- Tailored to specific needs of the group NS |
and utilised authentic subject content. S
etc. Cite correctly!




Lecturer Feedback:

“I have just finished marking the assignments from our new level 4
module and the standard of academic writing and citation use is far
beyond what we have previously seen. Send my thanks on to Holly
Phillips also; we received excellent feedback from her session”.

— Ashley Jones, Senior Lecturer, School of Clinical and Applied
Sciences.

“[A]ll the students | spoke to who had attended the session found it very
useful. | am also happy to report that one of our externals has
commented on how well our students use things like referencing and
footnotes, which | consider to be an endorsement of the way you guys
support our course”.

- Dr Rachel Rich, Course Director, School of Cultural Studies and
Humanities.




Discussion (5min):

« What academic skills support might your students need this year?

« What sort of support / delivery works best for you / your students?




Key sessions:
T

Note Making

Essays, Reports,
Dissertations, Literature
Reviews, Reflective...




Key Online Resource

Assignment calculator

How to use the Assignment Calculator

Use this assignment calculator to help plan your time. Just enter your deadline and answer a few
questions about how much time you need. The calculator will produce a personalised schedule.

Next

The Little The Little he
Book of Book of Time
Research Management

) Podcast: Reflection (with Vivienne Griggs) Part 2

© Duration: 8 minutes

Michael Shields talks to Vivienne Griggs, Senior Lecturer in Human Resource Management and Organisational Behaviour, about different models of
reflection.

Reflection (with Vivienne Griggs) Part 2

S.
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About

unit 1
Independenl Lo ning
Effective Leaming Skifs
Managing Your Workioad
Pianning Your Semese
Day-to-Day Screduling
Gating Motivated

Unét A Summary.

Unit2
Leaming al University
Leaming Outcomes
Teaching Mathods
Assessment

Masking & Foudback
Effactu

tetegies

Un 2 Summary

A guide to Harvard referencing

2nd revised edition

Welcome

Preparing to Learn at Leeds Beckett

We are very pleased to welcome you to the resources we
University (and, more widely, into the world of higher education).

put together to support new entrants into our

These resources are intanded to both support you in making the transition into a new academic environment ’,
to enable you to gain a sense of what that environment will require from you. We want your lite at our
University lo be stimulating, enjoyable and challenging

Wa want you to question, to explore, to discovar and to leam

Most of all,

viant you to engage ~ 1o ensure that you become an aclive leamer, stimulating your fellow
students suring that you are fully prepared for the challenges that face you. Leaming at university is
not simply about absorbing knowledge, but also about quastioning certainty and becoming truly self-confident
as an independent leamer, able to go out into other academic and professional environments and adapt your
approach as needed.

We hope these resources will help to begin lo build confidence for you as you enter university. They are part
of a whole network of support that will be there for you when you arrive on campus.

We hope you enjoy them, and find them useful, and wish you every possible success as you begin your
journey into this stage of your education

Professor Phil Cardew

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic)

What is an Essay?

@)

+ An essay is an argument in favour of a view — not a description, a
eneral discussion, or a report. It can also be a detailed explanation of an
1ssue, allowing you to demonstrate your understanding.
* Learn the requirements of an essay in your subject. Read the marking
criteria first and ask your tutor/examiner to explain.




Future Plans

* New resources: pre-entry MOOC, guide for returners.
 Revised general workshop programme, with added webinars.
« Highlighted online resources menu.

* Impact project.




Arranging a session:

Librarian or Skills
for Learning —
iIdea of issues,

LOs,
assignments...

Select options for
delivery: in person, co-
taught, blended,
flipped...

Lecturer




Student Success and Satisfaction

Challenge Plan

*Think critically and creatively sLearn independently
*Analyse data and statistics *Manage time and workload
*Be digitally literate eUnderstand course tasks
*Apply academic skills to other *Plan assignments

modules and in a professional ePrepare for exams

context

Assessment

DEAP18 ) Develop Manage

Student *Write in a clear, academic style *Search for and find good

Success & eEvaluate and use information quality information
*Read critically

Satisfaction *Develop academic integrity
*Reference correctly *Make notes effectively

sWrite essays, reports, *Manage information
dissertations, literature reviews sUse software effectively

Support

*Be aware of and access help
Integrate into University life

eTransition from one stage to
the next

*Reflect on learning
eUnderstand and use feedback

Excellent Education and Experience



Questions?
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Enhancement themes work on Student Transitions:
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