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We have shown how the nine tiles in the projection-based model for cardinal directions can be partitioned into sets based on
horizontal and vertical constraints (called Horizontal and Vertical Constraints Model) in our previous papers (Kor and Bennett,
2003 and 2010). In order to come up with an expressive hybrid model for direction relations between two-dimensional single-
piece regions (without holes), we integrate the well-known RCC-8 model with the above-mentioned model. From this expressive
hybrid model, we derive 8 basic binary relations and 13 feasible as well as jointly exhaustive relations for the x- and y-directions,
respectively. Based on these basic binary relations, we derive two separate 8 x 8 composition tables for both the expressive and
weak direction relations. We introduce a formula that can be used for the computation of the composition of expressive and weak
direction relations between “whole or part” regions. Lastly, we also show how the expressive hybrid model can be used to make
several existential inferences that are not possible for existing models.

1. Introduction

Relative positions of regions in large-scale spaces, and partic-
ularly in the geographic domain, are often described by rela-
tions referring to cardinal directions. These relations specify
the direction from one region to another in terms of the
familiar compass bearings: north, south, east, and west. The
intermediate directions northwest, northeast, southwest, and
southeast are also often used. Some models for reasoning with
cardinal directions are the cone-shaped [1, 2], projection-
based models (ibid), and direction matrix [3-5].

Papadias and Theodoridis [6] describe topological and
direction relations between regions using their minimum
bounding rectangles (MBRs). However, the language used
is not expressive enough to describe direction relations.
Additionally, the MBR technique yields erroneous outcome
when involving regions that are not rectangular in shape [4]
Some work has been done on hybrid direction models. Escrig
and Toledo [7] and Clementini et al. [8] integrated qualitative

orientation and distance to obtain positional information.
Isli [9] combined FranK’s [1, 2] cardinal direction relations
model and Freksa’s [10] orientation model to facilitate a more
expressive reasoning mechanism. Sharma and Flewelling
[11] infer spatial relations from integrated topological and
cardinal direction relations. Liu and colleagues [12] have
developed reasoning algorithms which combine RCC-8 [13]
for topological relations (discussed in Section 4) and the car-
dinal direction calculus (CDC [3-5], discussed in Section 2)
for direction relations. Li and colleagues’ work [14, 15]
focuses on the development and evaluation of an efficient
reasoning mechanism for RCC-8 and RA (Rectangle Algebra,
and further explanation can be found in [16, 17]) which is
employed to solve the satisfiability problem of these two joint
constraint networks.

Typically, composition tables are used to infer spatial
relations between objects. They have been employed to make
different inferences about cardinal directions relations [3, 19—
24]. One of the advantages of composition tables is that they
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FIGURE 1: Cone-shaped direction model with 4 or 8 partitions (ibid).
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FIGURE 2: Cardinal directions defined by half-planes.

can lead to tractable computation of inferences [25]. In this
paper, we have developed an expressive hybrid model for
direction relations. We will describe the binary relations in
the model and define “whole and part” relations. Based on this
model, we derive two 8 x 8 composition tables for expressive
and weak direction relations. This is followed by introducing a
formula which could be used to compute both expressive and
weak direction relations for “whole and part” regions. Finally,
we will demonstrate how the model could be used to make
several types of existential inferences.

2. Cardinal Direction Models

Frank [1, 2] defines cardinal directions as cones which
are related to the angular direction between an observer’s
position (in the form of a point) and a destination point.
The cone-shaped cardinal direction model could have 4, 8,
or more partitions (look at Figure 1).

Frank defines the four major cardinal directions (north,
south, east, and west) as pair-wise opposites and half planes.
When the two sets of half planes are combined, it yields
four intermediate cardinal directions (northeast, northwest,
southeast, and southwest) which are depicted in Figure 2.
Ligozat [21] applies the model to points in a two-dimensional
space. Thus, the referent object, Point B, will be given the four
major directions. However, the relations between two objects
will be denoted by one of the following basic relations: N, §,
E, W, NE, NW, SE, SW, or EQ.
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FIGURE 3: Cardinal directions defined by tiles for extended objects
[1,2].

Frank [1, 2] extends the half-planes to tiles for regions (as
shown in Figure 3). In this projection-based model, the plane
of an arbitrary single-piece region a is partitioned into nine
tiles, North-West, NW(a); North, N(a); North-East, NE(a);
South-West, SW(a); South, S(a); South-East, SE(a); West,
W(a); Neutral Zone, O(a); East, E(a). According to Frank,
the O tile is considered a neutral zone, because in this tile,
the relative cardinal direction between two regions cannot be
determined due to their proximity.

Frank compares and contrasts reasoning with the cone-
shaped and the projection-based models for cardinal direc-
tions. The reasoning capability for both the systems is limited
and weak though they do not differ substantially in their
reasoning outcomes. In order to create a more expressive rea-
soning model, Isli [26] integrates the FranK’s cone-shaped and
projection-based models to facilitate reasoning about relative
position of points of the 2-dimensional space. This hybrid
model is well suited for applications of large-scale high-level
vision, such as, for example, satellite-like surveillance of a
geographic area.

The cardinal direction calculus (CDC) [3-5] is a very
expressive qualitative calculus for directional information of
extended objects. A direction relation matrix (DRM) in (1)
is used to represent direction relations between connected
plane regions. Liu and colleagues [27, 28] have shown that
consistency checking of complete networks of basic CDC
constraints is tractable, while reasoning with the CDC in gen-
eral is NP hard. However, if some constraints are unspecified,
then consistency checking of incomplete networks of basic
CDC constraints is intractable.

The cardinal direction of a target object (region b) to a
referent object (region a) as shown in Figure 4 is described by
recording those tiles covered by the target object. According
to Goyal and Egenhofer [4], a 3 x 3 matrix is employed
to register the intersections between the target object and
the tiles of the referent object (see (1)). The elements in
the direction-relation matrix correspond to the tiles of the
referent object, region a (in Figure 4).

In (1), the symbol @ represents empty tile while -0
represents nonempty tile. These are used to describe cardinal
directions at a coarse granularity level. In Figure 4, region b
occupies the N, NW, and E tiles of region a. Thus, these three
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FIGURE 4: Nine tiles with regions a (as the referent object) and b (as
the target object) [4, 5].
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F1GURE 5: Horizontal and vertical sets of tiles for a.

tiles are considered nonempty while the rest are considered
empty (as shown in (1)).

Goyal and Egenhofer [5] extend the direction relation
matrix, so that it will be more expressive. Instead of using
the empty and nonempty notations, it registers how much
(in terms of proportion) the target region occupies each tile
(see (2)). The expressive direction relation matrix in (2) has
6 elements of zero and three nonzero elements which sum
up to L.0. If the matrix has only one nonzero element then it
is known as a single element direction relation matrix while
a matrix with more than one nonzero element is called a
multielement direction relation matrix (ibid).

Coarse direction relation matrix [4]:

NW(a)nb N(a)nb NE(a)nb
dirgg (a,b) = < W(@)nb O(@nb E@nb >,

SW(@)nb S@)nb SE(@)nb
0 -0 -0
dirgg (a,b) = (0 0 —|0>.

oo 0

@

3
Expressive direction relation matrix [5]:
dirgg (a,b)
area (NW(a) Nb) area(N(a) Nb) area(NE(a)Nnb)
area of b area of b area of b
area (W(a) Nb) area(O(a)Nb) area(E(a)Nb)
area of b area of b area of b ’
area (SW(a) Nb) area(S(a)Nb) area(SE(a)Nb)
area of b area of b area of b
0 0.05 0.45
dirRR (a,b)={ 0 0 0.50 ).
0 0 0
(2)

3. Horizontal and Vertical Constraints Model

Every region has a minimal bounding box with specific
minimum and maximum x (and y) values. The boundaries
of the minimal bounding box of a region a are depicted in
Figure 5. The set of boundaries of the minimal bounding
box for region a could be represented as {X,;,(a), X nax(a),
Y.in(a), Y. (@)}, and these values will be employed to define
each tile.

The definition of the nine tiles in terms of the boundaries
of the minimal bounding box is listed as below. Note, in this
paper, all the tiles are regarded as mutually exclusive. Thus
neighboring tiles cannot share common boundaries:

(i) N(a) = {{x, M) | Xpin(@) < x< X (@ A y2Y, (a)},
(ii) NE(a) = {{x, ) |x=> X (@)Ay>Y, . (a)},
(iii) NW(a) = {{x, ) [x <X pin(@Ay>Y, . (a)},
(iv) S(a) = {(x, ) | X pin (@) < x < X pax (@A y <Yin (@)},
(v) SE(a) = {(x, ») | x2 X (@AY <Y in (@)},
(vi) SW(a) = {{x, ) | x < X in(@ Ay <Yin (@)},
(Vi) E(@) = {6, 1) 152 Xy (@) AY (@) €7 < Vi (@),
(viil) W(a) = {{x, ¥) |x < Xin(@)AY in(@) <y <Y, (@)},
(ix) O(a) = {{x, ) | X pin(@) < x < X (@AY (@) < y <
Yinax(@)}-

In our previous papers [29, 30], we have shown how
to partition the nine tiles (in Figure 5) into sets based on
horizontal and vertical constraints called the Horizontal
and Vertical Constraints Model. However, in this paper, we
shall rename the sets for easy comprehension purposes. The
following are the definitions of the partitioned regions.

(i) WeakNorth(a) is the region that covers the tiles
NW(a), N(a), and NE(a). WeakNorth(a) = NW(a) U
N(a) U NE(a).

(ii) Horizontal(a) is the region that covers the tiles W(a),
O(a), and E(a). Horizontal(a) = W(a) U O(a) U E(a).

(iii) WeakSouth(a) is the region that covers the tiles
SW(a), S(a), and SE(a). WeakSouth(a) = SW(a) U
S(a) U SE(a).
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(iv) WeakWest(a) is the region that covers the tiles SW(a),
W(a), and NW(a). WeakWest(a) = SW(a) U W(a) U
NW(a).
(v) Vertical(a) is the region that covers the tiles S(a), O(a),
and N(a). Vertical(a) = S(a) U O(a) U N(a).
(vi) WeakEast(a) is the region that covers the tiles SE(a),
E(a), and NE(a). WeakEast(a) = SE(a) U E(a) U
NE(a).
4. RCC Model

RCC stands for region connection calculus [13, 18, 31].
It is a first-order theory employed for qualitative spatial
representation as well as reasoning and is based on Clarke’s
logic of connection [32, 33]. The connection predicate, C(a,
b), which means “region a is connected with region b, is the
only primitive predicate for RCC. This dyadic relation is both
reflexive and symmetric and holds whenever regions a and b
are “connected” The two main axioms expressing reflexivity
and symmetry [18] are as follows:
V,[C(a,a)] (reflexive)

3
v,V [C(a,b) — C(b,a)] (symmetric). ©
Based on this primitive, a basic set of dyadic relations are
defined as shown in Table 1.

The relations P, PP, TPP, and NTPP are nonsymmetrical
and will have their respective inverses (Pi, PPi, TPPi, and
NTPPi). Of all the listed relations, only 8 relations in the
following set {DC, EC, PO, EQ, TPP, NTPP, TPPi, NTPPi}
are provably jointly exhaustive and pairwise disjoint (JEPD—
which means any two regions are related by exactly one of
these eight relations [34, 35]). Randell and colleagues [13]
refer this set of relations as RCC-8, and they are depicted in
Figure 6.

5. Expressive Hybrid Model

In our expressive hybrid model, we have combined our
Horizontal and Vertical Constraints Model [29, 30] and RCC-
8 [13].

5.1. Definitions. If there is a referent region a and another
arbitrary region b, the possible basic binary relations between
them can be defined as below.

In terms of weak relations,

(i) WeakNorth(b,a): b € WeakNorth(a),
(ii) Horizontal(b,a): b € Horizontal(a),
(iii) WeakSouth(b,a): b € WeakSouth(a),
(iv) WeakEast(b,a): b € WeakEast(a),

(v) Vertical(b,a): b € Vertical(a),
(vi) WeakWest(b,a): b < WeakWest(a).

In terms of RCC-8 relations,
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(i) DCy(a,b): y-dimension of a is disconnected from y-
dimension of b,

(ii) EQy(a,b): y-dimension of a is identical with y-
dimension of b,

(iii) POy(a,b): y-dimension of a partially overlaps y-
dimension of b,

(iv) ECy(a,b): y-dimension of a is externally connected to
y-dimension of b,

(v) TPPy(a,b): y-dimension of a is a tangential proper
part of y-dimension of b,

(vi) NTPPy(a,b): y-dimension of a is a nontangential
proper part of y-dimension of b,

(vii) TPPiy(a,b): y-dimension of b is a tangential proper
part of y-dimension of a,

(viii) NTPPiy(a,b): y-dimension of b is a non-tangential
proper part of y-dimension of 4,

(ix) DCx(a,b): x-dimension of a is disconnected from x-
dimension of b,

(x) EQx(a,b): x-dimension of a is identical with x-
dimension of b,

(xi) POx(a,b): x-dimension of a partially overlaps x-
dimension of b,

(xii) ECx(a,b): x-dimension of a is externally connected to
x-dimension of b,

(xiii) TPPx(a,b): x-dimension of a is a tangential proper
part of x-dimension of b,

(xiv) NTPPx(a,b): x-dimension of a is a non-tangential
proper part of x-dimension of b,

(xv) TPPix(a,b): x-dimension of b is a tangential proper
part of x-dimension of g,

(xvi) NTPPix(a,b): x-dimension of b is a non-tangential
proper part of x-dimension of a.

5.2. Basic Binary Relations of the Hybrid Model. In this
section, we shall demonstrate how we come up with all
possible binary direction relations for the hybrid model. All
the possible basic binary relations for each horizontal set are
shown in Figure 7. The notations that will be used in this
section are as follows.

(i) RELy(b,Z) is any basic binary relation between b and
the horizontally partitioned region, Z.

(ii) RELx(b,Z) is any basic binary relation between b and
the vertically partitioned region, Z.

Based on Figure 7, the total number of possible binary
relations for the hybrid model in the y-direction is [(2 +
4+2)+(2x4)+2x2)+ (4 x2)+ (2 x4 x2)] which
equals 44 cases. However, due to the single-piece condition,
the following rules apply.

Rule 1. —(b € WeakNorth(a) A b € WeakSouth(a)).

Rule 2. Assume U to be {WeakNorth(a), Horizontal(a),
WeakSouth(a)}.
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DC(a, b)
a disconnected from b

EC(a,b)

a externally connected to b a partial overlapping b

PO(a, b) EQ(a, b)

aequals b

"

TTP(a,b) TTPi(a, b) NTTP(a,b) NTTPi(a, b)
a tangential proper b tangential proper  a nontangential proper b nontangential proper
partof b partofa partof b partofa
FIGURE 6: 8 basic JEPD RCC binary relations [13].
TABLE 1: Spatial relations defined in terms of C(a, b) [18].

Relations Semantics Definition
DC(a,b) a is disconnected from b - C(a,b)
P(a,b) ais part of b V,[C(e,;a) — C(e,b)]
PP(a, b) ais a proper part of b P(a,b) A= P(b,a)
EQ(a,b) a is identical with b P(a,b) AP(b,a)
O(a,b) a overlaps b 3,.[P(e,a) A P(e, b)]
DR(a, b) a is discrete from b - 0(a,b)
PO(a, b) a partially overlaps b O(a,b) A = P(a,b) A = P(b,a)
EC(a,b) a is externally connected to b C(a,b) A = O(a,b)
TPP(a,b) a is a tangential proper part of b PP(a,b) A 3,[EC(e, a) NEC(e, b)]
NTPP(a,b) a is a nontangential proper part of b PP(a,b) A = 3,[EC(e,a) ANEC(e, b)]

If NTPPy(b, R) where R € U then -(NTPPy(b, R) A

RELy(b,S)),

where S € U — R, or 7«(NTPPy(b, R)A RELy(b,S) A
RELy(b, T)),

where T € U - S.

Rule 3. Assume U to be {WeakNorth(a), WeakSouth(a)}.
If (TPP y(b,Horizontal(a)) A ECy(b, R)), where R € U,
then ~(TPP y(b,Horizontal) A ECy(b, R)A RELy(b, S)),
where S € U — R.

Based on the rules above, the total number of feasible
binary relations for single-piece regions in the y-direction is
(44-4-23-4) which equals 13 cases. The thirteen feasible and
jointly exhaustive binary relations for the hybrid model are
depicted in Figure 8. This means that, in the hybrid model, the
number of jointly exhaustive binary relations (in both the x-

and y-directions) that hold between two single-piece regions
will be 13 x 13. This concurs with the 13 x 13 basic relations
in the Rectangle Algebra Model [16, 17].

6. Combined Mereological, Topological, and
Cardinal Direction Relations

Mereology (from the Greek uepog, “part”) is the theory of
parthood relations: of the relations of part to whole and the
relations, of part to part within a whole [36]. In this section,
we shall make two distinctions: “whole and part” cardinal
directions, as well as “weak and expressive” relations. We shall
rewrite the notations used in our previous paper [29]. Py(b,a)
means that only part of the destination extended region, b,
is in tile R(a). The direction relation Ay(b, a) means that
whole destination extended region, b, is in the tile R(a). As
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Region

Basic binary relations

WeakNorth(a)
2 possible cases

Horizontal(a)
4 possible cases

TPPy(b, Horizontal(a)) A
ECy(b, WeakNorth(a))

TPPy(b, Horizontal(a)) A
ECy(b, WeakSouth(a))

WeakSouth(a)
2 possible cases

TPPy(b, WeakSouth(a))A
ECy(b, Horizontal(a))

NTPP y(b, WeakSouth(a))

FIGURE 7: Possible basic binary relations for each horizontally partitioned region (note: it will be similar for vertically partitioned region).

an example, when b is completely in the South-East tile of 4,
this direction relation can be represented as shown below:

Agp(b,a) = 7Py(b,a) A ~Pyg(b,a) A 7Py (b, a)

A =Ps(b,a) A Psg(b,a) A ~Pgy (b, a) (4)

APy (b,a) A =Pg(b,a) A ~Py(b,a).
The “whole and weak” direction relations are defined in
terms of horizontal and vertical sets:

(i) Ay (b, a) = WeakNorth(b, a) A Vertical(b, a),

(ii) Ang(b, a) = WeakNorth(b, a) A WeakEast(b, a),
(iii) ANy (b, a) = WeakNorth(b, a) A WeakWest(b, a),
(iv) Ag(b, a) = WeakSouth(b, a) A Vertical(b, a),

(v) Agp(b,a) = WeakSouth(b, a) A WeakEast(b, a),

(vi) Agy (b, a) = WeakSouth(b, a) A WeakWest(b, a),
(vii) A(b,a) = Horizontal(b, a) A WeakEast(b, a),
(viii) Ay (b,a) = Horizontal(b, a) A WeakWest(b, a),

(ix) Ao (b, a) = Horizontal(b, a) A Vertical(b, a).

The “whole and expressive” direction relations are defined
in terms of expressive horizontal and vertical sets. A general
form of such direction relation can be represented as follows:

RELy(b,H
YOR@N A L (b, a)] REL%(b,V(a))

(5)
= RELy (b,H (a)) ARELx (b, V (a)),

where H(a) and V(a) are horizontally and vertically parti-
tioned regions for a, respectively, where b € R(a) and R(a)
< (H(a) N V(a)).
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TPPy(b, WeakNorth(a)) A NTPpP y(b, WeakNorth(a)) ~ TPPy(b, Horizontal(a)) A
ECy(b, Horizontal(a)) ECy(b, WeakNorth(a))

POy(b, WeakNorth(a)) A POy(b, WeakNorth(a)) A POy(b, WeakNorth(a)) A
POy(b, Horizontal(a)) A POy(b, Horizontal(a)) A POy(b, WeakSouth(a)) A
DCy(b, WeakSouth(a)) ECy(b, WeakSouth(a)) NTPPiy(b, Horizontal(a))

POy(b, WeakSouth(a)) A POy(b, WeakSouth(a)) A
POy(b, Horizontal(@) A POy(b, Horizontal(a)) A
DCy(b, WeakNorth(a)) ECy(b, WeakNorth(a))

FIGURE 8: Thirteen feasible and jointly exhaustive binary relations in the y-direction for the hybrid model (note: this will be similar for
x-direction for the model).



7. Composition Table

Composition is a common inference mechanism for a wide
range of relations and has been exploited for automated
reasoning. It has been employed for reasoning about temporal
descriptions of events based on intervals [37], topologi-
cal relations [5, 38-42], direction relations [1, 24, 29, 30],
and combined topological relations with cardinal direction
relations [19]. To reiterate, one of the main advantages of
using composition tables is that they can lead to tractable
computation of significant classes of inference [25].

Given the relation between a and b and the relation
between b and ¢, a composition table allows for concluding
the relation between a and c. Bennett [41] defines the concept
of the composition of two binary relations as follows.

Given a theory ® which is used to define a set 3
of mutually exhaustive and pairwise disjoint dyadic
relations (i.e., a basis set), the composition, Comp(R,,
R,), of two relations R, and R, which are taken from
83 is defined to be the disjunction of all relations R,
in §3, such that, for arbitrary constants a, b, and c, the
formula R, (a,b) AR, (b, c) ARs(a, ¢) is consistent with
0.

7.1. Composition of Regions with Parts. In our previous paper
[29], the method for computing the composition of cardinal
direction relations for part regions is not robust enough,
because it does not hold for all cases. In order to address
this problem, we introduce a formula (obtained through
case analyses) for computing the composition of cardinal
direction relations. The basis of the formula is to consider
the direction relation between a and each individual part of
b followed by the direction relation between each individual
partofband c.

Assume that the region covers one or more tiles of region
a while region ¢ covers one or more tiles of b. The direction
relation between a and b is R(b, a) while the direction relation
between b and ¢ is S(c,b). The composition of direction
relations could be written as follows:

R(b,a) AS(c,b). (6)

Firstly, establish the direction relation between a and each
individual part of b:

R(b,a) A S(c,b)
= [R, (b, a) AR, (by,a) -~ ARy (b, a)] )
A[S(c,b)],

where 1 <k <09.
Consider the direction relation of each individual part of
b and c. Equation (7) becomes

[[Ry(by,a) ASy (e, b)] v [Ry(by,a) AS1y(601)] -
V[R,(by,a) A S (1 b))]]
A[[Ry(bya) A Sy (615 0,)] V [Ry(by, @) ASyy(3,05)] -
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V [Ry(by, @) A Sy (Cos 13)]]
A [[Re(be @) A Sia (e8] V [Re(bio @) A Sio (e, B) ] -+ -

V [Ri (B @) A St (Gioms Bi)]1 5
(8)

where 1 <k, m <9.

7.2. Composition of Weak Direction Relations. Firstly, we shall
demonstrate how to apply the formula for the composition
of weak direction relations followed by more expressive
direction relations.

Typel. Ag(b,a) A Ag(c,b).
Find the composition of A (b, a) A Agy (¢, b).
Use (8) with k = 1 and m = 1:

R, (bl,a) NSy (Cl’bl)
= Ay (b,a) AN Agy (6, b)

= [Horizontal (b, a) A Vertical (b, a)]

)
A [WeakSouth (¢, b) A WeakWest (¢, b)]
= [Horizontal (b, a) A WeakSouth (c, b)]
A [Vertical (b, a) A WeakWest (¢, b)] .
The outcome of the composition is
[Horizontal (¢, a) V WeakSouth (c, a)]
(10)

A [Vertical (¢, a) V WeakWest (¢, a)] .

This means that the region ¢ € O(a) vV W(a) Vv S(a) v
SW(a).

Type 2. Ag(b,a) A Pp(c,b).
Find the composition of A (b, a) A [Pyw/(c, b) A Py(c, b)].
Use (8) withk=1,and 1 <m < 2:

[[Ry (b, @) ASyy (e, b1)] V [Ry (b a) A Sy (0 01)]]
= [[Ap(B.a) A Agw (e, b)] V [Ag (b:a) A Ay (0, 0)]]
= [[Horizontal (b, a) A WeakEast (b, a)]
A [WeakNorth (¢, b) A WeakWest (¢;, b)]]
V [[Horizontal (b, a) A WeakEast (b, a)]
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A [WeakNorth (c,, b) A Vertical (c,, b)]]
= [[Horizontal (b, a) A WeakNorth (¢;,b)]
A [WeakEast (b, a) A WeakWest (¢;, b)]]
V [[Horizontal (b, a) A WeakNorth (c,,b)]

A [WeakEast (b, a) A Vertical (c,, b)]] .
(1)

The outcome of the composition is

[[Horizontal (¢;, a) v WeakNorth (¢;, a)]
A [WeakEast (¢, a) V Vertical (¢;, a) V WeakWest (¢, a)]]
V [[Horizontal (c,, a) vV WeakNorth (c,, a)]

A [WeakEast (c,, a)]] .
(12)

Viewing the fact that¢; ¢ candc, C ¢, the above outcome
can be written as

[[Horizontal (c, a) V WeakNorth (c, a)]

A [WeakEast (¢, a) v Vertical (¢, a) V WeakWest (¢, a)]] .
(13)

This means that the region ¢ € E(a) V O(a) V W(a) vV
NE(a) V N(a) V NW(a).
Type 3. Pr(b,a) A Ag(c,b).

Find the composition of [Py (b;, a) APy (by, a)INA g (¢, b).
Establish the relationship between ¢ and each individual part
of b. In this case, Ayg(c,b), Pyp(c, by) and Pyp(c, b,) holds

(this is not necessarily true for all cases).
Use (8) with1 <k <2andm = 1.

[[Pr1 (b1, @)] A [Pray (1 01)]]
N [Pro (b2, @)] A [Pray (15 82)]]
= [[Po (b1, a)] A [Pyg (. B)]]
A [Py (B, a)] A [Py (6, B)]]

Therefore, the above composition can be rewritten as

[[Po (by,@)] A [Pyg (e:b0)]] A [Py (B @)] A [Py (e, 8,)]]
= [[Horizontal (b, a) A Vertical (b;,a)]

= L _ ]

L)

Lo

— Boundaries of minimal bounding box for region a
--- Boundaries of minimal bounding box for region b

FIGURE 9: An example.

A [WeakNorth (c, b;) A WeakEast (¢, b, )]]

A [[WeakNorth (b,, a) A Vertical (b,,a)]

A [WeakNorth (c, b,) A WeakEast (¢, b,)]]

= [[Horizontal (b;,a) A WeakNorth (c, ;)]

A [Vertical (b, a) A WeakEast (¢, b, )]]
A [[WeakNorth (b,, a) A WeakNorth (c,b,)]

A [Vertical (b,, a) A WeakEast (¢, b,)]] .

(15)

The outcome of the composition is

[[Horizontal (¢, a) V WeakNorth (¢, a)]

A [WeakEast (c,a) V Vertical (c, a)]]

A [[NTPPy (¢, WeakNorth (a))]
A [WeakEast (¢, a) V Vertical (c, a)]] 1o
= [[NTPPy (¢, WeakNorth (a))]

A [WeakEast (¢, a) V Vertical (c, a)]] .

This means that the Y, ;, (¢) of the minimal bounding box
for region c is greater than Y, , (a) of the minimal bounding

box for region a and ¢ € NE(a) vV N(a).

Type 4. Pr(b,a) A P(c,b).
Find the composition of

[Py (b, a) A Pyg (by,a)] A [Polc,b) A Py (c,b) A Py (c,b)] .
17)

Figure 9 has been drawn for this example. Establish the
direction relation between each individual part of b and c.



10

Use (8) with 1 < k < 2; the value of m, for b, is 1 < m; <
4, while the value m, for b, is 1 <m, < 7:

[[Pry (B, @) A Pryy (€1501)] V [Pry (Br> @) A Prys (6:01)]
V [Pry (by,@) A Prys (c5,by)]
V [Pry (by @) A Pryy (¢35 01)]]

N [[Pry (b5, @) A Proy (61, 5,)] V [Pry (B, @) A Proy (3, 0,)]
V [Pry (by> @) A Pros (655 b,)] V [P (B> @) A Prag (G5 by)]
V [Prs (b, @) A Pry; (¢, b,)]]

= [[Po (b1, a) A Ps (1, b)] V [Po (b1 @) A Py (6, b1)]
V [Py (by,a) APy (c;,b))]
V [Py (by,a) A P (4 by)]]
A [Pag (B, @) A Py (c1,b,)]

Pyg (bya) APy (b))

Py (by,a) A Pyy (65, 0,)]

by, a) APy (¢, 0,)]

\Y

< <
"o

<

NE
by, a) APy (c5, b)]

(
(
Py (b,
(b,
(

<

Py (bya) A Py (G5 b,)]

[
[
[
[
[
[

V [Pyg (b, a) A Poy (¢, b,)]]
(18)

In part (1) of the above composition, ¢,6,,¢;,¢, C c.
To simplify the composition, we consider the combined
horizontal and vertical sets of all the parts of c. Thus, we have
the following:

[WeakNorth (b, a) A WeakEast (b, a)]
A [[Horizontal (c, b;) vV WeakSouth (c, b, ) ]
A [Vertical (c, b;) v WeakWest (c, b, )] ]
= [[WeakNorth (b, a)]
A [Horizontal (¢, by ) v WeakSouth (c, b;)]]
A [[WeakEast (b}, a)]
A [Vertical (¢, b;) V WeakWest (¢, b, )] ]
= [WeakNorth (c, a) vV Horizontal (c, a)
VvV WeakSouth (¢, a)]

A [WeakEast (¢, a) V Vertical (¢, a) V WeakWest (¢, a)] .
(19)
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In part (2) of the above composition, ¢;, ¢, ¢, ¢4, G5, G
¢, C c. The simplified version of the composition is as follows:

[Horizontal (b,, a) A Vertical (b, a)]
A [[WeakNorth (c,b,) v Horizontal (c, b,)
V WeakSouth (¢, b,)]
A [WeakEast (¢, b,) V Vertical (c, b,)
vV WeakWest (¢, b, )]]
= [[Horizontal (b,,a)]
A [WeakNorth (¢, b,) V Horizontal (c, b,)
vV WeakSouth (¢, b,)]] (20)
A [[Vertical (b,, a)]
A [WeakEast (¢, b,) Vv Vertical (c, b,)
vV WeakWest (¢, b,)]]
= [[WeakNorth (c, a) V Horizontal (c, a)
V WeakSouth (¢, a)]]
A [WeakEast (¢, a) V Vertical (c, a)
VvV WeakWest (c,a)]].

The final outcome of the composition is part (1) A part
(2) is equivalent to

[WeakNorth (¢, a) vV Horizontal (c, a) V WeakSouth (¢, a)]

A [WeakEast (c, a) V Vertical (¢, a) V WeakWest (¢, a)] .
(21)

This means that the region ¢ € U which is the union of all
the 9 tiles of region a. However, based on Figure 9, region ¢ ¢
SW(a).

7.3. Composition of Expressive Direction Relations. We shall
use the following notations to represent the 13 binary y-
direction relations:

(i) REL1y(b, a)-NTPP y(b,WeakNorth(a)),

(ii) REL2y(b, a)-TPPy(b,WeakNorth(a))
NECy(b,Horizontal(a)),

(iii) REL3y(b, a)-TPP y(b,Horizontal(a))
NECy(b,WeakNorth(a)),

(iv) REL4y(b, a)-TPP y(b,Horizontal(a))
NECy(b,WeakSouth(a)),

(v) REL5y(b, a)-NTPP y(b,Horizontal(a)),
(vi) REL6y(b, a)-EQy(b,Horizontal(a)),
(vii) REL7 y(b, a)-NTPPy(b,WeakSouth(a)),

(viii) REL8y(b, a)-TPP y(b,WeakSouth(a))
ANECy(b,Horizontal(a)),



Advances in Artificial Intelligence

(ix) REL9y(b, a)-PO y(b,WeakNorth(a))
APOy(b,Horizontal(a)) A
DCy(b,WeakSouth(a)),

(x) REL10y(b, a)-PO y(b,WeakNorth(a))
APOy(b,Horizontal(a)) A
ECy(b,WeakSouth(a)),

(xi) REL11y(b, a)-PO y(b,WeakNorth(a))
APOy(b,WeakSouth(a)) A
NTPPiy(b,Horizontal(a)),

(xii) REL12y(b, a)-PO y(b,WeakSouth(a))
APOy(b,Horizontal(a)) A
DCy(b,WeakNorth(a)),

(xiii) REL13y(b, a)-PO y(b,WeakSouth(a))
APOy(b,Horizontal(a))A
ECy(b,WeakNorth(a)).

Similar notations will be used to represent the 13 binary
x-direction relations (WeakNorth is replaced by WeakEast,
Horizontal with Vertical, and WeakSouth by Weak West).

Example 1. Find the composition of the following:

[ [REL3,‘V(h1 ,a) [Po (b1 , a)]Rme(bl ’a)]

A [RELZy(bp“) [PNE (bz, a)] 22

REL2x(b,,a) ] ]

A [RELly(cb [AN (c, b)]RELsx cb)]

Establish the direction relation between ¢ and each
individual part of b. Use (8), with 1 < k <2and 1 <m; <2,
and1 <m, <2:

[[Pry (b1, @)] A [Pryy (6150) V Proy (6, 0)]]

A [[Pry (by, )] A [Pray (618y) V Pray (6, 55)]] -

Use (5), and the above composition can be rewritten in
the following expressive form:

(23)

[[REL3y (b;,a) A REL3x (b}, a)]]
A [[REL1y (¢;,b,) A REL3x (¢, by )]
V [REL1y (¢, b;) A REL2x (¢, by)]]
A [[REL2y (b,,a) A REL2x (by, a)]]
A [[REL1y (¢, b,) AREL8x (¢;, b,)]
V [REL1y (c,,b,) A REL4x (6, b,)]]
= [REL3y (b,a) A [REL1y (¢, b;) VREL1y (¢, b;)]]
A [REL3x (b, a) A [REL3x (¢, b;) V REL2x (¢, b,)]]
A [REL2y (by,a) A [REL1y (¢, b,) VREL1y (¢, b,)]]
[

A [REL2x (by,a) A [REL8x (¢;,b,) V REL4x (¢, b,)]] -
(24)

1

Use Tables 2 and 3, and ¢, ¢ c and ¢, C c. Thus, the
outcome of the composition can be written as follows:

REL1y (c,a) A [REL2x (c,a) V REL3x (c,a)] AREL1y (c,a)
A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (¢, a)
V REL6x (c,a) V REL13x (c,a)]

= REL1y (c,a) A [REL2x (c,a) V REL3x (¢, a)] .
(25)
The outcome of the composition is:

NTPPy (¢, WeakNorth (a))
A [TPPx (c, WeakEast (a)) A ECy (c, Horizontal (a))  (26)

VTPPx (c, Vertical (a)) A ECy (c, Horizontal (a))] .

Example 2. This example is similar to the fourth example in
the previous section of this paper.
Find the composition of

[Py (by>a) A Pyg (by,a)]
A [Py (6, b) A Py (c,b) A Py (c,b)].

Establish the direction relation between ¢ and each
individual part of b. Use (8), with1 <k <2and1< m; <
4,and1<m, <7

The composition in expressive form will be as follows.

(27)

For part by,
[[REL2y (by,a) AREL2x (b, a)]]

A [[REL4y (¢, b;) A REL4x (c;, by)]
V [REL8y (¢, b;) A REL4x (c,, by ) (28)
V [REL4y (c;,b,) A REL8x (5, by )]

V [REL8y (¢, b)) A REL8x (¢4, by)]] -

The regions ¢;, ¢, ¢;, ¢, C ¢; the above composition can be
written as follows:

[REL2y (b}, a)
A [REL4y (c,b,) vV REL8y (c, b))
V REL4y (c,b;) V REL8y (¢, by)]]
A [REL2x (b, a)
A [REL4x (¢, b) V REL4x (c, by)
(29a)
V REL8x (¢, b;) V REL8x (¢, b;)]]
= [REL2y (c,a) V REL3y (c, a)
V REL6y (c,a) vV REL13y (c,a)]
A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (c, a)
V REL6x (c,a) V REL13x (¢, a)] .



Advances in Artificial Intelligence

12

3 \ﬂ 3 xﬂ < \H
@uova  (@uoaan (ML R A/E Py ())NMOMAALIN (7))
[(r)sm9)4Ddav
[((P)SMD)ADa Vv (mHD)40d Vv
((MH9)f0d V :5233%0&
¢ A ((P)INMD)AIdIN]
((0)H9)4ddIN (W) H9)AddIN (W) H9)AddIN (()H)AddIN >A~M~MWQWH7~M\W\M.WM\AN%M v A (@) HD)MDT Vv (MHQLddLIN
((P)H9)Add L] (P)NM9)4dd 1]
AL((P)H)AddIN] A(BINM2)4OF v
(r)H2)4dd 1]
AL((P)H?)4ddIN]
[(®)sm2)Dav @H
[((P)SMD)4Da Vv (mHD)40d Vv
(0)HO)MOd v :5235%0&
(D)NMD)4OT v . (P)NMD)OEV . (2)NM9)40d] A U(PINM2)AdAIN] (0)SMQAOTV
(mEoMaay ~ (PHIMAIN (P)H9)4ddL ()H)4adIN A((2)NMD)4DT v Al(()H9)OF Vv ("H9ddL
(M)H9)4dd] ()NM2)4dd L]
A [((P)H9)4ddIN] A((P)NMD)ADT Vv
:smsaa&t
A [(1)H9)4dd 1N]
(ONMDMOAV () o) (qaIN (PHMIAIN (P)NM2)4DF v (r)yE9)d0a Vv (ONMD)IDIN (ONMPAOTV
(mH2)4ddL . :uvms\mri Qsz\scav\aﬁ (mHPAddL
e ‘ ((9)sm2)4oa v (@NM2)OTV ((9H2)40a v ‘
(@30 (DHOMdLIN (QH9)MddL (QH)MddL (QNM)MddL (DNMIMILN {H'NM} pue
(@9)H (Q9)NM {1} 3o suonepa1 pasodwo))
(Q)
‘suotje[a1 Jo uonisodwod ) Jo S)NSIT I8 P[Oq UT BIEP dY) 90N
. (P2)NM p ("NM)4ddIN (Pq)NM
T (@Nmoaan (Y (NMOMAAIN (ONMOIIN (INMOMAAIN AT ogam
(OINMDAIAIN  (PNMI4AAIN :5235%&&2 :5233@&92 (P)NM2)4ddIN (P)NM)4ddIN (PNM‘DLIdIN
o\ ‘ (@SM2)Oa Vv (@QNM2)OTV (@H9)MOFV ‘
(@H9)40d (@H9)4ddIN (DH AL (DH)ddL (ONM)ddL (@ONM)MALN (H'NM] pue
(99)H (99)NM {NM} Jo suonepa1 pasoduion)

(®)

"({SM} PUe {STHNM} Jo suone[ar pasodurod) [opour priqAy a3 10y uonoaxrp-A4 3y Ul Suone[ar £reuiq jo uonrsodwo))

(P) "({H'NM} pue {S} jo suonefar pasodurod) ppowr prIqAy 9y 10J uonosa1rp-A oy ut suonefa1 Areurq jo uonisodwo) () *({H'NM} pue {H} jo suonjea1 pasoduwod) [ppowr priqy a3 10§
uonarp-A ay) ur suorear Areurq jo uonisodwo) (q) "({HNM} pue {NM} Jo suonjefa1 pasodurod) [opour priqdy ay) 10 uondap-4 ay) ut suonjea1 L1eurq jo uonsodwo)) (&) :g 414V],



13

[(P)HI)MAAIN V ((P)SM?)A0d V (P)NM2)A0d]
A((P)SMD)ADT V (P)H?)AOd V ((P)NM2)40d]
AL((P)SM)ADA V ((P)H2)40d V (P)NM?)40d]

A (@) H2)4DT V (P)NMD)Add L]
AL((P)NMD)AddIN]

suone[dI ¢[-N

(P)HDADT V (1)NM9)Add.L

(PYNM

(@QH?)OTV ((9)SM2)4dd.L (@SM)AddIN (ONMDAddIN
(99)sm {SM} pue {STHNM] Jo suonepp1 pasodwon
P)
*suoTje[aI JO uonIsodwod ) JO SINST 3} I8 P[Oq UT BJep 3} :9J0N
(v9)sm (V9)SM A (PO)H A (PI)NM (v'9)s
Eewsawaon %
(@)sm)Da Vv (e
(@)H9)ODaV (@)H)OTV Ammvzﬂ%mw_ [((P)NM)ddLN] (@)HDO v
[3 \ﬁ [3 \ﬁ 13
(P)SM9)4dd L (@)SM2MAIN (@)SM2MAdIN (P)SM2)4dd L A [(©)H2)40d] A\%mﬁmﬁuﬁm/_\ (D)Sm9Add.L
A —AAva~$.vaﬂUm~< A :ASvZ;.Qv%Umm<
(P)H9)4dd 1] (") H9)Add.L]
A ((®)H)4ddIN]
[(?)H9)A1dd LN V
(PNMD)40d v (r9)s
(P)SM9)A0d]
A(PNMI)ADT vV
((0)H9)L0d v
((1)SM)Add LN ((1)SM)Add LN ((M)SM)Add LN ((M)SM)Add LN (P)SM2)L0d] suonePI ¢I-) (®)SM‘@Q)4dd.LN
A((PINMD)DavV
(®)H9)L0d Vv
(P)SM9)40d]
A((0)H9)4DTV
(P)SM9)4dd.L]
A[((P)SM9)4dd.LN]
y . . ((@)SM2)4Dd v (QNM)MDTV (@H)MDd v .
= (@H)OH (@9H9)4ddIN (DH)ddL (DH)ddL (ONM)ddL (QNM)AddIN (H'NM] pue
Mc (@Q9)H (Q9)NM {S} jo suomneax wowomﬁou
Hm )
..m 'suorje[a1 Jo uontsoduwrod 3y} Jo S)NSAI Y} dI P[Oq UT BJep 3} :9JON
< (9" @)HA @)NM (v9H
> n A (@sm2)OaV (@NM2)DT Vv (@H2)40a v n
M (@H7)0 (DHHaaIN (@H)MddL (@H)MddL (@ONM?)AddL (DNM2MAdIN {H'NM} pue
.w (@9)H (99)NM {H} jo suonepa1 pasodwo)
m "panunuo) (q)
5
<



Advances in Artificial Intelligence

14

‘suote[a1 Jo uonisodwod Jy) Jo SINSIT Y} 218 P[Oq UT BIeP ) :9JON

(P)SM2)AddLN (rq)s
(P)SM9)4ddLN (P)SM9)4ddLN (0)HYLOI V (P)SM‘QAdd.L (v9)s
(P)SM9)4ddLN (1)SM9)4ddLN (1)SM‘9)AddILN

(v9)SM A (v9)H (v'DH

(P)H9)4DA V (P)SM9)4dd.L (P)SM9)4ddLN (0)H9LOT
[(PINMD)DA V (()H2)L0d V ((?)SM2)40d]
[((PINMD)ADA V ((P)H2)L0d V ((7)SM2)40d] A((P)SM9)AddLN]
A((P)SM9)4DT V ((P)H?)Add L] A((P)H9)4DT V (()SM2)4dd L] (")H9Add LN
A[((P)H9)4dd1IN] A((D)SM)4DT V (P)H?)Add L]
Al((P)H?)4ddLN]

(P)SM)4LddIN (MNM2)EDTV ((P)H?)Add L (0)SMQAOF V ((?)HDAddL (r9)H

[(®)NMD)4DA V ((?)H2)40d V (()SM2)40d]
A ((P)SMD)AIAIN]
A[((0)H9)4DT V (()SM2)4dd L]
A((D)SM)ADT V (P)HD?)Add L]
A[((0)H9)4dd LN]

(ONM)OT V (()H?)4dd L

(O)NMDAOT V (P)H9)Ldd.L

(P9)SM A (P)HA (P9)NM

(PYONM

(99)sm

{SM} Pue {SH'NM} Jo suoneper pasodwo)

‘panunuo) (p)



15

Advances in Artificial Intelligence

[(mam9)oa
94 Vv ((1)A9)*¥0d
&NNM\MHWRWM W\AMANVBS.%O&?
) MMI)¥ddIN]
V((©)MM?)¥0d] c (®)AM2)*Oa ‘ ¢ (@AM 2)*OF ((©)A9)xDH ‘ (mamq)xoa  (P9A
A ﬁMMGW?vaxuw iﬁmﬁwwwwﬁ v(@)a9raar (IADYALIN (IADXAAIN () poprgqr v (@amoraar  DIMPAAIN () gpraqy,
V((P)A9)*dd L
c A ((@)MM2)xDF
A(@)AXADIND ) () AD)xddL]
A [((®)A9)XddIN]
((9)A2)xDH ) ‘ ‘ ((@DMM2)XOF  ((9)IM?)xDd ((9)A9)xDH . {MMATM}
V@mmogqr (DMMIXIIIN - (@A2XDF (DADXAIN | (gyiowaar v@A)*ddL Vv (@amo)wdar —(DIM¥AIN pue A} JO SUOTEX
(@)MM (99)A (@2)am pasodwiod jo [ 1ieq
(@
‘suone[a1 Jo uonisoduwrod ay) Jo SINSI 3} dI8 P[Oq UI BIep 3} :9J0N
(POMMA (V9)A m%smiﬁ (@9)am (P)AM)¥ddIN (9 am
v)IM2)A0d
” V((?)A9)¥0d Vv
Vioomoq (oMM
)MM?)¥ddIN
V(1) MM?)x¥0d] ¢ (P)A9)xDT Vv c ((P)A2)*DTV ‘ ¢ ‘ (0)A‘9xOd
D_Aﬁwﬁﬁwa A\Mk%%wwwwm H<_ (@)am2)raqr (PIAMDXAIN (o vorr gy (DIMD)YAAIN (Q)IMD)¥ADIN (PYIMPXAAIN |, (g mq)vddl,
V(@noyaar)  A(@MM07
V((1)A9)*dd1]
AN((®)A9)XddIN]
[((2)A9)¥1ddIN @DIM
V((©)MM9)¥0d
Vv ((P)IM2)*0d]
A((P)MM2)xOT
Vv ((P)A9)*¥0Od
Vv ((P)AM9)*0d] suoneI ¢1- )T MO)x ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ‘
A MM nepIel-N (P)IMI)¥dAIN (P)IM?)X¥IAIN () IMD)*¥ddLIN (P)IMI)¥dAIN ((P)IM?)¥ddIN (D) HMD)¥ddIN ()M 9)¥ddIN
Vv ((#)A9)¥0d
V((®)AM2)*0d]
A (D) A9)xOH
V((®)aAMD)¥ddL]I A
(1) IM9)X¥dd.IN]
(9 A2)x0d . . ‘ (@QMm2)x0T  ((9)TIM2)XOF (@) A2)x0d . {MMAIM}
V@mmodqr ((DMMXAAIN - (DAX0T  (@DADXIAIN () ao)yxqdr v (@ADYddL Vv (@amo)cqqy (DIM?)¥ddIN pue (A 10
(@)MM (9@9)A (92)am suonepex pasodwon

(®)

UMMATM) Pue { WM} Jo suonefax pasodurods :z 11ed) [opowr prIqAY a1} 10j UONOAIIP-x ) UT suonje[ar £1eurq jo uontsodwo) (p) "({MMATM}
pue {A} jo suonefx pasoduwrods :z 3red) [ppowr pLIGAY 9y} 10§ UOTIIAIIP-X Y} Ul suone(ar Lreulq jo uonisodwo)) (9) "({MMATM} pue {A} Jo suonefor pasoduwrod :1 31ed) [opowr prIqiy oy 10y
UonDAIIP-x ) Ul suoneppl Lreulq jo uonisodwo) (q) "({MMADIM} Pue {FM} Jo suonea1 pasodwod) [ppour priqAy o) 10J UONIIIP-X 3Y) U SUONR[AI ATeulq Jo uonisoduio)) () i¢ 414V],



Advances in Artificial Intelligence

16

v ( %ﬁ%%ﬂ an (OMMOIAIN  (0)A2)¥0T ((P)AD)*ddIN M\Aﬂw%ﬁwﬁwﬂ /A\Amw»»uww.mm v Ammvm\%vmww g1 (@AMD)¥ddIN (7)) A‘9)xOH
[(mam2)soa [(m)Mm2)4oa
914 V((P)A9)*¥0d 914 V((P)A9)*¥Od vV
el v (0)mm9)0d] A OO (@)ama)od] A
V(0)mmD)xod] [(PIMMI)XddIN] (Pyamo)roq) (VIAM?)¥ddIN] @9A
A@mmo)xog  ALPIADDT — (DIAXIIIN (P)AD)¥IIN (ADXAIN (DADAAIN - ppgmoeny  ALPIADXDE - (0)AD)¥ddIN
V AAQV>GVRQ.HHL N Ammv\wwksm&d&mh_ Vi AA§v>.uvam,ﬁ_ Vv Aﬁﬁvmgauv%mm,ﬁ_
‘ A () MM2)xDE « Al((P)aM2)xDd
A((P)AD)¥ddIN] |, () A9)¥ddL] A((®)A9)*ddIN] |, ()A)*dd.L]
A[((®)A?)¥ddIN] A [((®)A?)¥ddIN]
((9)A2)xOd . . . (QMMm2)x0T  ((QIM2)x0d (@) A2)xOd . {MMAIM}
V(@mmgay  (OMMIPAIIN - (@ADP0F - (DADNAIN ) () royvgdr v(@A9xdaL  V(@amoradr —(DIMNIPAIIN pue {A} Jo suone:
(a9)MM @92)A (@9)IM pasodwos jo 7 11eg
©)
'suorye[a1 Jo uontsodwiod a1) Jo S)NSI 3} dIe P[Oq UT BIep 3} 90N
[(m)ymm2)4oa
N4 V((P)A9)*0d
&ﬂ%»ﬁw%% V((0)IM2)*0d] A
((0)A9)¥3 . (DY AMDOT ) (OYAMD)OT ) v(@amooa) (OIMOLING )y wapog (a)a
V(@ mmoradr (OMMIXAIN () Noycqqy, (DADXAIN () Nopeqqy, (DA (mygmopng  NLEIADE oy Qsiwm&
v(®A9)rddr Amﬂvﬂ\s.ed&b
p A (D) aM2)x0T
A@ADXAAIND | () p o) xqdr]
G A ((P)A9)¥ddIN]
9)A)XDH . . . (DMM2)x0T  (@)TM2)xDT (@A2)x0d . MMATM
Doy, (@OMMIAIN  (@A9DT  (@A2WadIN e e i, (DIM9)¥ddIN e
(92)MM Q2)A (@92)yam pasodwo jo [ 3req

“panunuo) (q)



17

Advances in Artificial Intelligence

‘suotje[a1 Jo uonisodurod Y} Jo S)NSAI Ay} 218 P[Oq UT BIeP [} :9JON]

(MMM 9)xdd LN (PIIMM (PIOMMA (PNAN (P)TM PHMM
[(P)YMMD)4Da
‘ V((®)A2)XOd VvV
&NMM%N\,QWW%% (P)aM2)*¥0d] A
(o) M (MM (MA9DEV  ()MM @MM  (@a90av  v(@amopoal (EMIHELN - (@) \qp0qv
9)¥dd LN 9¥ddIN  (PIMMI)*¥ddL  9)¥ddIN OFIAIN  (O)MMOAL - AL@)AXOE] | (pyano xUm (P)MMQ)*dd L
Al mmopog ¥ (IAIMD)XddL]
V(O)A9)xdqr " L@EMD)xOd
V ((P)A9)xdd.L]
A[((P)A9)XddIN]
(D) A)X1dd LN
V ((0)AM9)x0d .
v (2) MM2)*0d] @DMM
A((P)AM2)xDT
© - A V (()A9)xOd
P)MM P)MM (MMM (M)MMm (MMM (M)MMm V(P)MM2)XOd] )
9)xddIN 9)xddIN )xddIN 9)xddIN 9)xdd LN 9)xdd 1IN A@amo)bog  STORTRIEN ()MM9)*dd LN
V ((9)A9)xOd
V(P)MM2)X0d]
A[((P)A9)xDT V
(M)MM)xdd.L] A
[(") MM 9)¥ddIN]
((@QA2)xDTV . . . ((@QMM2)xDT  ((Q)IM2)XDT (@) A9)xDF . {MMATM}
(Q) MMP)XddL (DMM)XIIIN  ((9A2)xOT ((@QA9)XIdIN V@AY ALV @DAY*ddL v (@QEAMD)¥ddL (QAM)XddIN pUT {MM] JO
(@ IMM QA (q2)am suorjefar pasoduro))
P)
'suoTe[aI Jo uonisodwod Y] JO SINSI A} I8 P[Oq UT BIep [} :9)0N
(PYMMA (PI)A (©9)A (PAAN ®)TIM @A
(DA2)xDT . . ; (@DMM)xDT  ((PIM2)xDT ((@A2)xDT . {MMATIM}
V@mmoyraar  (DMMIPAAIN - ((@DADXOF (DADXAIN () ropqdqr v(@ADXdL  V(@Qamo)rddr,  (DIMIVAIN o swones
(92)MM Q2)A (99)am pasodwod jo 7 j1eg

“panunuo) (2)



18

For part b,
[[REL3y (b, a) AREL3x (b, a)]]
A [[REL8y (¢, b,) AREL7x (c;, by)]
V [REL6y (¢, b,) A REL8x (¢, b,)
V [REL2y (3, b,) A REL8x (c5, b, )
Vv [REL2y (¢, b,) A REL6x (cy, by)
5 )
V [REL3y (¢, b,) A REL2x (4, by)

[ ]
[ ( b)]
[ ( b)]
V [REL3y (c5, b,) A REL6x (c5, b,)]
[ ( b)]
Vv [REL2y (c;, b,) AREL2x (¢, b,)]]
= [[REL2y(c,a) V REL3y (c,a)
V REL5y (c,a) vV REL12y (¢, a)]
A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (c, a)
V REL4x (c,a) V REL5x (c, a)

VREL7x (c,a) V REL8x (c,a) V REL12x (c,a)]] .
(29b)

The final outcome of the composition is the composition of
part b, (29a) A part b, (29b).

Apply Rule 3 from the earlier part of the paper, and we
will get the following:

[[REL2y (c,a) V REL3y (c, a)
V REL6y (c,a) VREL13y (c,a)]
A [REL2y (c,a) V REL3y (c,a) vV REL12y (c, a)]
A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (¢, a) (30)
V REL4x (c,a) V REL8x (c,a) V REL12x (¢, a)]
A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (c, a)
V REL6x (c,a) V REL13x (c,a)]] .
We collapse some of the disjunction of relations:
REL6y (c,a) V REL13y (¢,a) = REL13y (c,a)
REL4x (c,a) V REL8x (c,a) V REL12x (¢,a) = REL12y (c, a)
REL6x (¢,a) V REL13x (c,a) = REL13x (c,a).

©)
Equation (30) becomes
[REL2y (c,a) V REL3y (c,a) V REL13y (¢, a)]
A [REL2y (c,a) V REL3y (c,a) V REL12y (¢, a)] -

A [REL2x (¢, a) V REL3x (c,a) V REL12x (¢, a)]
A [REL2x (c,a) V REL3x (¢c,a) V REL13x (c,a)] .
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Region c is single piece. Therefore, (32) becomes

[POy (c, WeakNorth (a)) A POy (c, WeakSouth (a))
(33)
A NTPPiy (c, Horizontal (a))]

A [POx (¢, WeakEast (a)) A POx (¢, WeakWest (a))
(34)
A NTPPix (c, Vertical (a))] .

This means that the region ¢ € U which is the union of all the
9 tiles of region a. As mentioned earlier, based on Figure 9,
region ¢ ¢ SW(a). Thus, the outcome of the composition for
weak relations (in the previous section) yields the same result
as this composition. However, the computation for the latter
is more tedious and complex when involving regions with
many parts.

8. Existential Inference

The composition table in Table 2 is the result of transitive
inferences made about regions a and ¢, given the hybrid
cardinal direction relations for regions a and b as well as
regions b and c. In the context of this paper, an existential
inference is the inference made about the spatial relation
between a and b, given the relations between ¢ and a or/and
the given relations between ¢ and b. We shall demonstrate
how our expressive hybrid cardinal direction model could
be used to make several existential inferences which are not
possible in existing models.

Example 3 (Find R(b, a) such that ¢ ¢ WeakNorth(b) and ¢ ¢
WeakNorth(a)). To answer this query, we must first specify
the expressive relation between a and c.

There are two possible relations: TPP y(c, WeakNorth(a))
or WeakNorth(c,a). If it is the former then composition is
WeakNorth(b,a) N WeakNorth(c,b) which means R(b,a) is
WeakNorth(b,a). If it is the latter, there are several combina-
tions:

(i) WeakNorth(b, a) A Horizontal(c, b)
(ii) WeakNorth(b, a) A WeakSouth(c, b)
(iii) Horizontal(b, a) A WeakNorth(c, b)
(iv) WeakSouth(b, a) A WeakNorth(c, b).

This means R(b,a) are Horizontal(b,a) or WeakSouth
(b,a) when ¢ ¢ WeakNorth(b) and ¢ ¢ WeakNorth(a).

Example 4 (Find R(ba) and S(¢,b) such that T(a,c) is
—[TPPy(c,Horizontal(a)) A ECy(c,WeakSouth(a))]). Based
on Table 2, 9 different compositions will yield the following
outcome:
TPP y(c,Horizontal(a)) A ECy(c,WeakSouth(a))
The set of possible compositions, Q, is:
{REL1y(b,a) AREL7y(c, b), REL2y(b,a) AREL7 y(c, ),
REL3y(b,a) AREL7y(c, b), REL3y(b,a) A REL8y(c, b),
REL5y(b, a) A REL7y(c, b), REL5y(b, a) A REL8 y(c, b),
REL6y(b,a) A REL4y(c,b), REL7 y(b,a) A REL1y(c, b),
REL8y(b,a) A RELI2(c, b)}.
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IfU equals 8 x 8 basic binary direction relations, then the
set of all possible ordered pairs of R and S which satisfy the
above query will be U — Q.

Example 5 (Find R(ba) and S(c,b) such that T(a,c) is
POy(c,WeakSouth(a)) A POy(c,Horizontal(a)) A ECy(c,
WeakNorth(a))). Based on Table 2, we have 4 pairs of R and
S which satisty T. They are: RELly(ba) A REL7y(c,b),
REL2y(b,a) A REL8y(c,b), REL7y(ba) A RELLly(cb),
REL7y(b,a) AREL2y(c, b).

9. Conclusion

In this paper, we have shown how topological and direction
relations can be integrated to produce a more expressive
hybrid model for cardinal directions. The composition table
derived from this model could be used to infer both weak and
expressive direction relations between regions. We have also
introduced and demonstrated how to use a formula to com-
pute the composition of weak or expressive relations between
“whole and part” regions. We have also demonstrated how the
composition table with expressive direction relations could be
used to make several difficult existential inferences.
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